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LOVE NOTES:   
STANDING ON GODôS PROMISES 

10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his 
power. 11Put on the whole armor of God, so that you may be 
able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12For our struggle 
is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against the rul-
ers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this 
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, 
so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and 
having done everything, to stand firm.  

Isaiah 6:5-8 

In this season of opportunity we can easily be overwhelmed when we are 

faced with being faithful to God and the church. I celebrate with you the 

ways in which God has brought us through challenging times in the past 

and guided us as we have met goals and overcome obstacles. Last year we 

celebrated ministries across the district in which we reached beyond the 

walls of the church. We had district work days and witnessed an outpour-

ing of love and support as churches worked together for the glory of God 

living out our faith and loving our neighbors as ourselves. We had an in-

crease in apportionment giving as a district and we have pushed ourselves 

in many areas of ministry. We are called to continue to be faithful in this 

way, reaching out in Christian love and service.  

Charge conferences began in August this year and I am beginning to hear 

some of the wonderful ways in which God is blessing us as we press on in 

ministry. I recognize that this does not come without committed people 

who love God and neighbors. I want to encourage each of you to hear 

Paulôs words to the church at Ephesus, in the verses above. We need the 

strength of the Lord to help us as we seek to stand firm on the promises of 

God. It is these promises that inspire and motivate us on our faithful jour-

ney with Jesus Christ. It is these promises that empower us to meet the 

challenges of our times. It is standing on these promises that secure for us 

the victory in Jesus Christ. So, like Paul  I call upon every member and 

pastor to: ñBe Strong in the Lord and in the strength of His power.ò  

                ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ нύ 
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SEPTEMBER CLERGY MEETING 

¢ƘŜ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ /ƭŜǊƎȅ aŜŜǝƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǘ .ǊƻŀŘ {ǘΦ ¦a/Σ омл bΦ .ǊƻŀŘ {ǘΦΣ /ƭƛƴǘƻƴΣ ƻƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳπ

ōŜǊ мтΣ фΥлл ŀΦƳΦτмнΥлл ǇΦƳΦ  

wŜǾΦ hƭǳ .ǊƻǿƴΣ LƳǇŀŎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ 9ŀǎǘ tƻƛƴǘΣ D!Σ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǳǊ 

ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƎǳŜǎǘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊΦ Iƛǎ ǘƻǇƛŎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ {ƳŀǎƘƛƴƎ .ŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ [ƛƪŜ 

ŀ {ƳŀǊǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ōƻƻƪΣ п5 Lat!/¢Φ 

²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜΥ фΥллτ/ƻũŜŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴǾŜǊπ

ǎŀǝƻƴΤ фΥол ŀΦƳΦτ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇΤ млΥлл ŀΦƳΦτмнΥлл ǇΦƳΦτ

tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ōȅ wŜǾΦ .ǊƻǿƴΦ 

[ǳƴŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴΦ /ƻǎǘ ƛǎ Ϸмл ǇŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ wŜǎŜǊǾŀπ

ǝƻƴ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ƛǎ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ млΦ ̧ ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƳŀƪŜ ǊŜǎπ

ŜǊǾŀǝƻƴǎ Ǿƛŀ ŜƳŀƛƭ όƎǿŘƛǎǘϪǳƳŎǎŎΦƻǊƎύ ƻǊ ōȅ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Řƛǎπ

ǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŶŎŜ όусп-нно-нсрлύΦ aŀƪŜ ŎƘŜŎƪǎ ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴǿƻƻŘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƛƭ ǘƻ th 

.ƻȄ пффсуΣ DǊŜŜƴǿƻƻŘ нфспф ƻǊ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ Ǉŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΦ 

н 

LOVE NOTES (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

May we proclaim to the world as the songwriter and former Methodist Minister Russell Carter 

and join in the message of song Standing on the Promises of God.  

ñStanding, standing, Standing on the promises of God my Savior; 

Standing, standing,   Iôm standing on the promises of God.ò 

Let us pray together with our brothers and sisters in Christ that indeed we may stand firm in the 

Lord.  

Grace and peace, 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Stephen L. Love 
Greenwood District Superintendent 

ñIn the twenty-first century, those of us who are connected to the Church can no longer expect 

people just to believe and receive the good news. We have to demonstrate the good news and 

show them that they are welcome and that they are worthyé.Although Safe Sanctuaries pro-

tects our children, we didnôt account for the harm we cause to adults and their families through 

our failure to see all people as worthy.ò 

Rev. Olu Brown, 4D IMPACT: Smashing Barriers Like a Smart Church, page 52 

mailto:gwdist@umcsc.org?subject=September%20Clergy%20Meeting%20Lunch%20Reservation
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SAFE SANCTUARY TRAINING 
{ŀŦŜ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ  ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴǿƻƻŘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΥ  

¶ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ннΣ ŀǘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ ¦a/ ƛƴ bŜǿōŜǊǊȅΣ пΥлл ǇΦƳΦ ŀƴŘ 

¶ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ млΣ ŀǘ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴ ¦a/ ƛƴ tƭǳƳ .ǊŀƴŎƘΣ оΥлл ǇΦƳΦΦ  

LŦ ŀƴȅ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ƻǊ ƭŀȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ aŀǊǘƘŀ ƪƴƻǿ όƎǿŘƛǎǘϪǳƳŎǎŎΦƻǊƎ 

ƻǊ усп-нно-нсрлύ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ŀŘŜǉǳŀǘŜ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ wŜǾΦ 5ŀǾƛŘ {ǳǊǊŜǧ ŀƴŘ 

wŜǾΦ  ¢ƛƳ WƻƴŜǎΦ 

wŜƳƛƴŘŜǊΥ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ŀŎǉǳƛǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǎƛǘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ŜǘƘƛŎǎκǎŀŦŜ ǎŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ 

ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ омΣ нлмфΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǳƴǎǳǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎ ȅƻǳ 

ƘŀǾŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ aŀǊǘƘŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ bh¢ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǎ /9¦ǎΗ  

DISTRICT OFFICE SCHEDULE 

¢ƘŜ DǊŜŜƴǿƻƻŘ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ hŶŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ {ŜǇπ

ǘŜƳōŜǊ н-сΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ wŜǾΦ 

[ƻǾŜ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎŜƭƭ όусп-утм-турлύΦ IŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ŜƳŀƛƭ 

ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǝƳŜΦ 

 

 

aŀǊǘƘŀ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ н-моΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ 

ōŜ ƻǇŜƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ф-мн ŦƻǊ ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƳŀƛƭǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ 

ŀƴ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ wŜǾΦ [ƻǾŜΣ aŀǊǘƘŀ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ ƻƴ 

aƻƴŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мсΣ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜƴ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜ ŀ ǝƳŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ 

ƳŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ wŜǾΦ [ƻǾŜΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ Ŧǳƭƭ ŘǳŜ 

ǘƻ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΦ 

°ǺʞƶȉȺĊ kĊĜŴ|ȉ±Ɩ̃ȡ ĉƶƌ± ʝƶȉŦ {"ʲ Ƶíí±ȉĜƖô will 

be Sunday, September 8. Remember that Epworth is 

not an apportioned item from the Conference. This 

year each congregation is asked to contribute at least 

$6.00 per member. 

mailto:gwdist@umcsc.org?subject=Safe%20Sanctuary%20Training
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BIRTHDAYS  

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мΥ  ¢ŜǊǊȅ !ǊƳǎǘǊƻƴƎ ό{Ƙŀǿƴύ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ пΥ  tƘƻŜōŜ DƛƭōŜǊǘ ό.ƻōōȅύ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ рΥ  .ƻōōȅ DƛƭōŜǊǘΣ YŜƴƴŜǘƘ  
   ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ όaȅǊŀύ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ тΥ  5ƛŎƪ DƻƭŘƛŜΣ /ŀǊƻƭ ²Ǌŀȅ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мпΥ  WŀƳŜǎ aŎ/ƻȅ-.ǊǳŎŜ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мсΥ  WƻǎŜǇƘ /ƘŀƴŘƭŜǊ 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ннΥ  WǳŘǎƻƴ YƛƴƎ 

ANNUAL CLERGY EVALUATION FORMS 

¢ƘŜ нлмф /ƭŜǊƎȅ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ  CƻǊƳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ {κttw/ /ƘŀƛǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ 

ǇŀǎǘƻǊǎ ƻƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŦƻǊƳǎ ŀǊŜ ŘǳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŶŎŜ bh 

[!¢9w ¢I!b bh±9a.9w уΦ  

tŀǎǘƻǊǎΣ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ {κttw/ ŎƘŀƛǊ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊƳ Ǿƛŀ ŜƳŀƛƭΦ LŦ 

ȅƻǳ ǇǊŜŦŜǊ ŀƴ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ŎƻǇȅΣ ƭŜǘ aŀǊǘƘŀ ƪƴƻǿ ōȅ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мтΦ !ƴ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ŎƻǇȅ ǿƛƭƭ Ŝƴπ

ŀōƭŜ ȅƻǳǊ {κttw/ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘƻŎǳπ

ƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ wŜǾΦ [ƻǾŜ ŀǘ ƎǿŘƛǎǘϪǳƳŎǎŎΦƻǊƎΦ  

w9aLb59wΥ  ²ƘŜƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŜǊƎȅ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ Ǿƛǘŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎπ

ǘƻǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘκŎƘŀǊƎŜ ōŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǇŀƎŜΦ  ¸ƻǳǊ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ 

ƻŶŎŜ ƛǎ ǎǘŀũ ƛǎ ƎƻƻŘ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƭŀƛǊǾƻȅŀƴǘΗ 

mailto:gwdist@umcsc.org?subject=2019%20Clergy%20Assessment


  

р 

¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ aŜŜǝƴƎΥ  {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ млΣ сΥол ta 

/ǊƻǎǎǊƻŀŘǎ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ   {ŀƭǳŘŀΣ {/      

{ǳǇǇŜǊ ŀǘ aƛƎ�[ǎ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΣ {ŀƭǳŘŀΣ {/   �ñ�W�ì�ì���W�D   

¸h¦w 5L{¢wL/¢ /hbb9/¢Lhb![ aLbL{¢wL9{ 

Ҍ 9ƴǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΤ 

Ҍ /ǊŜŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴǳǊǘǳǊŜǎ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŀƎŜƴπ

ŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ /ƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴŀƭ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΤ 

Ҍ tǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΣ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǝƻƴΣ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ς ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ 

ƎǊŀƴǘǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŦŜŀǎƛōƭŜ ς ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƴǳǊǘǳǊŜΣ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΤ 

Ҍ {ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴǎ ŜǘƘƴƛŎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΦ                                       

CǊƻƳ tŀǊŀƎǊŀǇƘ слфΣ нлмс .hhY hC 5L{/Lt[Lb9  

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƻǊ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴǿƻƻŘ 5/a ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊΣ ƻǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 

ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƻǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 

ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ς  

wŜǾΦ .ǊǳŎŜ {ŀȅǊŜΣ 5/a /ƻƴǾŜƴƻǊ               ōŀǎŀȅǊŜϪǳƳŎǎŎΦƻǊƎ          усп-фно-суфу 

wŜǾΦ WƛƳ !ǊŀƴǘΣ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴŀƭ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ ƧŀǊŀƴǘϪǳƳŎǎŎΦƻǊƎ              уло-тнт-лонт 

aǊΦ ¢ƻƴȅ ²ŀǘǎƻƴΣ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ [ŀȅ [ŜŀŘŜǊ       роǿŀǘǎƻƴϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ       уло-пул-нфоу    

5ǊΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ [ƻǾŜΣ {ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘ             ƎǿŘƛǎǘϪǳƳŎǎŎΦƻǊƎ            усп-нно-нсрл  

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƎǊŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 

ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 5ǊΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ [ƻǾŜ ƻǊ aǊǎΦ aŀǊǘƘŀ !ƭŜǿƛƴŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŶŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ  

όƎǿŘƛǎǘϪǳƳŎǎŎΦƻǊƎ ƻǊ усп-нно-нсрлύΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΦ  


